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A SH W EDNESDAY
Ash Wednesday
emphasizes two
themes: our
sinfulness before
God and our
human
mortality. The service
focuses on both themes,
helping us to realize that both
have been triumphed through
the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.
During Ash Wednesday

services, the minister will lightly
rub the sign of the cross with
ashes onto the foreheads of
worshipers. The use of ashes as a
sign of mortality and repentance
has a long history in Jewish and
Christian worship. Historically,
ashes signified purification and
sorrow for sins. The ash cross on
the forehead is an outward sign
of our sorrow and repentance
for sins. This act is called the
imposition of ashes.

Ashes To Go
If you have ever wished to
receive ashes on your way to
work so that others can see this
outward sign of your sorrow
and repentance for sins, drive
by the church, Ash Wednesday,
March 5 for Ashes To Go
between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00
a.m. Please invite our
community to join us for this
new adventure. We will also
have an Ash Wednesday Service
at 7:00 p.m.

L ENT
Lent is a season of forty
days, not counting
Sundays, which begins
on Ash Wednesday,
March 5, and ends on
Holy Saturday, (the day
before Easter) April 19. Lent
comes from the Anglo Saxon
word lencten, which means
"spring." The forty days
represents the time Jesus
spent in the wilderness,
enduring the temptation of
Satan and preparing to begin
his ministry.
Lent is a time of repentance,
fasting and preparation for the
coming of Easter. It is a time
of self-examination and
reflection. In the early church,
Lent was a time to prepare
new converts for baptism.
Today, Christians focus on
their relationship with God,
often choosing to give up
something or to volunteer and
give of themselves for others.
Sundays in Lent are not
counted in the forty days
because each Sunday
represents a "mini-Easter" and

Services will begin
Wednesday, March 12,
with Forgiveness as the
topic.
Below is a list of other
the reverent spirit of Lent is
activities during Lent. We
tempered with joyful
hope you will join us as we
anticipation of the Resurrection. together prepare our hearts for
Euless First’s theme through
the Resurrection of Christ.
Lent is Soul Tending. Sermons
will take this theme and use
 March 5 is Ashes To Go at
gardening metaphors to look at
7:00a.m. and the Ash
how we tend our souls. There
Wednesday Service at
will be different aspects of
7:00 p.m.
worship to remind us of the
 Wednesday Evening
season. This includes a Lenten
Worship is
Wreath. The wreath counts
Intergenerational
down the Sundays to Easter, by
Communion/Activities,
extinguishing a candle each
starting March 12, 6:00 p.m.
week. It will also become more
and more barren as time passes.  Tuesday Lenten Brown
Second, we will be using ways to Bag Lunch Devotional
starting March 11 at 12:00
pray as our Children’s messages.
p.m.
This message will be expanded

Holy Week Daily Lunch
on during a weekly
Devotionals April 14-18
intergenerational worship
service each Wednesday evening  Palm Sunday Services,
Pot-luck lunch Egg Hunt
6:00-7:00 p.m. Wednesday
Worship will have communion  Egg-vangelism 2014 and
and a time of activities for those
Easter Services
of any age to interact together.

What: Imposition of Ashes
When: March 5, 2014
7:00-8:00 a.m.
Who: Anyone that wishes
to show this
outward and visible
sign all day long.
Where: Church parking lot
I NSIDE
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P RAYER L IST
If your prayer request has been left off, please resubmit it. All requests are for 30 days only, and will need to be resubmitted after that time.
Al Mathews, Pat
Hoover's neighbor
All the hungry people
Alton Ray
Amy Monsalve, Ron
Coats' sister
Ann Burns
Archie Miller, Dale
Miller's father
Audrey Bradford, Jay
Bradford's mother
Becky Wyatt
Bej Svatek
Bill Roach
Billie Ray, Charlotte
Everett's friend
Braden, Les and Denise
Foley's grandson
Brent Young, Paula
Wood's brother
Cameron Mode
Carl Coley, Ann Wilson's
father
Caro and Pierre Kenyon Praise,
Carol Hail, Dale Cox's
aunt
Carol Rust, Dottie Rust's
daughter
Charlene Coleson,
Kimberly Knighton's
mom
David Bundrick Family
David Viggiano, Nancy
Bickel's cousin
Don Mode
Donna Thorsell, Lauren
Thorsell's grandmother

Dot Prestwood, Ryane
Barker's greatgrandmother
Dottie Rust
Doug Mulholland, Judy
Mulholland's husband
Dovie Pilney, Mark,
Stephen, and Randy
Pilney's mother
Edna Utesch, Johnny
Watts' mother
Evelyn Coutoumanos, Alan
and Lynne Moffatt's
friend
Family of Madeline
Wermuth
Family of Ronnie Jones,
Sharon Menix's friend
Family of Sister Marietta
Rourke, Nancy Bickel's
aunt
Flight attendant school
attendees
Gordon and Linda Roberts,
Nancy Bickel's friends
Haley Knighton
Heather Maxson, Billie and
Jay Bradford's friend
James Thompson
Jamie and Julie Taylor and
son Samuel, Kristi
Abernathy's cousin and
newborn son
Janet Kohler, Milford
Roop's ex-wife
Jason Knighton and wife
Jena Mitchell's mother

Judy, Michael, and Doug
Mulholland
Justin and Mandi
McGehee on the birth
of their son, Hudson,
Mike McGehee's son
and daughter-in-law
Justin Knighton and
family
Kari and Lee Carter,
Kaitlin Coats' mother
and step-dad
Katy Ott, Kathy
Knowles' grandmother
Kellsey Abbott,
Sherwood and Cheri
Abbott's
granddaughter
Kevin Maines
Kimberly Knighton
Kimberly Knighton's dad
Kimberly Massey and
Shawnee Zelis,
Milford Roop's stepsister and brother-inlaw
Leah Bennett
Lillian DePuy, Linda
(Larry) Lewis' mother
Linda Lett
Linda Sargent, Janet
Ledbetter and Cindy
Balentine's friend
Loretta Santos, Linda and
Don’t Martin's friend
Lori Goodrich
Lou Alice Ashby, Billie
Bradford's friend

C ONGRATS

M EMORIALS
Corrections:
In Memory of Iva
Nail/ Memorial
Fund: Robert & Sonia
McMillon
In Memory of Iva
Nail/Pastor’s
Emergency Fund:
Rex and Paula Wood
In Memory of
Surman Young/
Food Pantry: Alan &
Lynne Moffatt

Marilyn Parker, Larry and
Phyllis Augustus' friend
Marlene Hill and John
Lewis
Maurine Padgett, Nancy
Bickel's co-worker
Maxine and Bill Wallace,
Kimberly Knighton's
friends
Michele Heroux and
family, Amber
Hawthorne's friend
Michele Moffatt, Alan and
Lynne Moffatt's sisterin-law
Michelle and Baker Ingram
Michelle Miller
Mike and Jill Eagleston
and family,
Mike Watts, Teresa
Watts' friend Marianne
Schmidt's brother-inlaw
Milford Roop,
Morgan Long, Sharron
Hine's granddaughter
Nancy Jones, Billie
Bradford's cousin
Nick and Lisa
Schoenberger, Ron
Coats' friends
Nolan Hardwick, Barbara
Collier's father
Pat Holland, Cindy
Balentine's sister
Pierre Tshimanga's family
Rich Harris
Rios family

New Memorials:
In Memory of Iva
Nail/Memorial Fund:
Weldon Cannon,
Harmony Class,
Rob & Toni McMillon,
Gary & Christi Wren,
Alton & Reta Ray,
Suzanne Hendrickson,
Euless Historical
Preservation Committee,
Mike & Margaret
Collins,
Doug & Faye Stapleton
In Memory of Mary
Fisher/ Memorial
Fund: Leah Bennet’s
Bunco Group

In Memory of
Nellie Lewis/
Pastors Emergency
Fund: Dale & Derexa
Wooley
In Memory of
Nellie Lewis/
Memorial Fund: Pat
May, Preschool Friends

 Ethan & Emily

Brown welcomed a
son Eli on Feb. 23.
He was 6.5 lb and
18 in. long. He made
Melba Taylor a great
-great grandmother.
 Barbara Collier was

awarded the City of
Euless Volunteer of
the Year.
 Mike McGehee

welcomed a new
grandson, Hudson
Lynch was born Feb.
22 to Mandi and
Justin McGehee

Robbie Breaux, Audrey
Coats' friend
Robert Cheek
Robin Biles
Rose Everett, Charlotte
Everett's daughter
Roxanna Berg
Safety and peace for all
the Olympians and
spectators
Seth, and Alex Newsom
Shayla Hangar
Sherry Smith, Rachel
Heyduck's aunt
Shirley, Derexa
Wooley's mother
Shirley Andrews, Ron
Coats' mother
Stan Clarke, Sue &
Richard Morrow's
friend
Steve , Michael and
Lore Osborn's friend
Sydney Marie Peel, Pat
May's great niece
Terron Muller, Les
Foley's niece
The Dauphine and
Thibodeaux families
Those in active addiction
TJ Pepper
Tom and Jayne Alvarez
and family, Sylvia
Newsom's son
Travis Lusk, Sharon
Menix's grandson

B IRTHDAYS
March5 –Audrey Coats,
Ginger Miller
6 –Candy Klasen,
Dottie Rust
7 –Phil Bailey
8 –Suzanne Cline
9 –Joe Cannon
11– Phyllis Augustus,
Jack Stoker
12 –Teri Marino,
Sharon Patton
17 –Brian McGarry,
Larry Patton
18 –Sabrina Tellson

Vickers triplets, Kent and
Tami Polenz's friends
Vicki Smith
Vinece Carlisle, Eileen
Mode's friend
Warner Muirhead
In the Military:
Carl Miller
Chris Mulford, Pat
Bailey's grandson
Colton Hardaway and
Kayla Davis, son and
daughter of Michael and
Lore Osborn
Devan DeBoyington,
Robin Biles' friend
Eric Sherrer, Justin
Sherrer, Patric Owen,
and Alan McCleland,
Grandnephews of Vic
and Judy Torres
Gail Worofka
James Fiaccone, Sue
Fiacone's grandson
Jeffrey Stone, Lucille
Link's nephew
Josh Crow, Annette
Kelleher's son
Justin Knighton
Stephen Tate
Travis Thomas

A NNIVERSARIES
March5 –Brad & Judy
Tribble
12 –Robert & Sonia
McMillon
17 –Michael & Lore
Osborn
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K AIROS E XTRAVAGANZA
Another Kairos weekend is just
around the corner! Kairos is a
powerful prison ministry that has
teams enter prisons and help
guide prisoners through a
discovery of God's grace all
around them. Many Euless First
members have already
participated in these life altering
weekends, while many many
more have supported through
your prayers and gifts. Your
actions have allowed God to be
taken inside prisons to minister
to inmates, guards, and Kairos
team members. You have made
an incredible impact!
In fact, we don't think you
understand how big of an impact

you've made. To show our
gratitude and give a taste of what
happens during the Kairos
weekend, you are invited to a
Kairos Extravaganza. Along with
a couple of the talks, meditations,
and songs used during the
weekend, there will be an extra
special treat. Someone who
experienced the weekend from an
inmate's point of view will be on
hand to share his experiences.
Everyone will finally be able to
see and hear the effect their
actions have had on souls who
have felt they were put away and
forgotten.
Come Sunday, March 16th, 3:005:00 p.m. in the Family Life

Center for cookie
baking, poster making,
music, and a small
glimpse of what the
men and women
actually do and see
during a Kairos
weekend. We would
love for you to come
and join us for this special
time. For those of you that are
not familiar with this ministry,
come and see why Euless First has
supported this prison ministry for
so long, and discover how you
too can be a part of it! If you want
more information, please contact
Steve Rohlfing or Yvonne
Rohlfing.

F OOD P ANTRY N EWS
The Euless First Food Pantry is
now the proud recipient of
DONUTS from Shipley Donuts, at 925 N. Industrial Blvd.
in Bedford. We pick up donuts
from Shipley's each week and
hand them out to our
clients. Please go by and
purchase a donut or two or more
and let them know that our
pantry and Church are grateful.
Here is the volunteer schedule:
February:
21 –Darlene Carter, Kathy
Chapman, Marie Bean, Judy
Torres

28 –Doris Brown, Trish Franklin,
Dottie Rust, Jill Schaneberg
March:
7 –Brenda Hurlbut, Linda Lewis,
Hedy Taylor, Jill Schaneberg,
Judy Tribble
14 –Phyllis Augustus, Gloria
Daves, Helen Davies, Maggie
Lucas, Joe Roberts
21 –Darlene Carter, Kathy
Chapman, Marie Bean, Sheri
Roberts
28 –Doris Brown, Trish Franklin,
Dottie Rust, Judy Torres

Needed Food Items:
 boxed saltine crackers
 canned chicken
 boxed macaroni & cheese
 canned chili
Remember the third Wednesday
is the Food Bank Work Day.
Next one is March 19th. Meet at
the church at 8:15 if you can
come help.

elementary school. Kids Beach
Club is an innovative ministry
established to mobilize the
Church to go outside its walls to
elementary schools to take the
message of Christ into the heart of
their community.

message, music, games, and
small group time.

K IDS B EACH C LUB
Kids Beach Club is a new
ministry adventure that Euless
First has become involved in at
South Euless Elementary. While
Kids Beach Club is not new to
the school, it is new to us.
What is Kids Beach Club? Kids
Beach Club desires to provide
every 3rd - 6th grade boy and girl
a Jesus experience within the
culture of his or her public

This is how it works. Each
Tuesday from 3:00-4:00 p.m.
volunteers gather at the school
with students for scripture,

This new venture is in need of
your help. Volunteers are
needed. If you can come and
help share the gospel beyond
our walls and with our
community, please contact
Pastor Beverly at the church
office, 817-283-4421.

C HURCH M ATTERS

P AGE 4

P RESCHOOL R EGISTRATION O PEN
Euless First Preschool and
Kindergarten is proud to
announce they had their
biggest fund-raiser ever! We
raised over $11,500 for the
school. We served about
300 people, added a live
auction, vendors and
children’s activities. We
want to thank Mike Springer
and Cheryl Cheek for so
generously giving of their
time to run the technology
part for us. Also, thank you
to Fresh Start class
members: Glenn Best,
Annette and Matt Kelleher,
Toni McMillon, Michelle
and TJ Pepper, Sara Taylor,
and Teresa Watts for
volunteering at various events
throughout the day. A donation
to the church will be made in

honor of all who helped.
Feedback from parents was
positive about having it on
Saturday so they didn’t have to
get home to get the kids to
bed. They liked the added
children’s activities. Thank you
to the church members who
came out to support us! We’re
hoping for an even bigger
crowd next year!
Registration has begun for Fall
2014. Please spread the word
about our wonderful
preschool. Church members
receive a 10% discount on
tuition. Cost for registration is
ONLY $50 until April 1. Then
it will rise back to $60. We are
a half-day academic preschool
with enrichment classes that
can extend a child’s day

until 2:00 p.m.
Spring break is just around the
corner, March 10-14. February
26th was Wacky Wednesday
and on that day, Miss Eliza
Heyduck got to be “Teacher of
the Day” for Mrs. Farco’s class.
She led her class in circle time
and greeted parents at the
door. Euless First’s, Ian
Haddock, was the helper of the
day, so the two are pictured
conducting calendar activities.
“Teacher of the Day” was an
item auctioned off in our silent
auction. Our PK1 teachers all
dressed up as Thing One,
Thing Two…. To conclude
February, we had Silly Sock
days on Thursday and Friday.
We are having TONS of FUN
here at school.

S PRING F LOWER S ALE
Saturday April 12th will be
delivery date for our 2014
Spring Flower Sale. We will be
selling geraniums, marigolds,
vincas, petunias, impatiens,
zinna's, portulaca's, begonia,

coleus, caladiums and hibiscus.
Special thanks to Bonnie
Rieman who works with
Ruibals Greenhouses to
provide flowers. Orders will
begin March 9th. Please

consider ordering all your
flowers from us (and get orders
from neighbors/friends). All
proceeds will support the
Hospitality Events of the
church. Spring is almost here!

[ SERVE: The Great
Commission ]
By embracing a life of love
through both actions and
words, loving the world as
members of a community of
justice. We can be a
compelling force for good in
the world by relieving
suffering, fighting injustice,
demonstrating compassion,
and offering hope. We want
students to know that it isn’t
all about them-it’s about
others, and that following
Jesus means embracing a way

of life that breaks all the rules
about always putting our own
interests above the interests of
others. Disciples of Jesus share
God's love and embrace a way
of life that joins in God's
mission to transform and bring
justice to the world.
For E1ement Students, the
visual reminder of LOVE is a
“share” icon - this serves as a
visual reminder that a disciple of
Jesus Christ is someone who
opens up to share God's love
with others.

Y OUTH M INISTRY
To help students discover
who God is calling them
to BE. LOVE. and SERVE.
Our vision for student ministry
is that everything that we do
helps students discover who
God is calling them to Be.
Love. & Serve. If we do this,
then we believe that students
will become disciples of Jesus
Christ,
empowered
to transform
the world.
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F ROM THE P ASTOR
The season of Lent is historically
a time of preparation for
Easter. Lent is modeled on the
40 days Jesus spent in the
wilderness.
Jesus, you will remember, was
baptized in the Jordan River by
John the Baptist, and
immediately went into the
wilderness to face temptation.
Jesus having faced temptation
helps us realize the extent to
which God entered humanity in
Jesus.
Lent is about our humanity. It
is not always easy to stay aware
of our humanity, let alone
Jesus'. Yet I find it helpful to
meditate on the truth that Jesus
was, indeed, fully human.

We start Lent with Ash
Wednesday because ashes remind
us of our mortality, of our
humanness. Ashes remind us of our
limitations, our sin, our
brokenness.
I want to invite you to remember,
in addition to limitations and sin
and brokenness, that God created
us to be human. We too often
steer headlong into what miserable
sinners we are, forgetting that
before there was bad, there was
good. Creation came first. After
creating humans, God looked at
creation and pronounced it "very
good."
I believe this is why, traditionally,
some people "give up" something
for Lent. The idea is

straightforward: get some thing or
things that have cluttered life out
of the way so we might be able to
see again God's image in ourselves
and one another.
Where can others see God's image
in you? How have you seen God's
reflection in others?
In addition to whatever you might
give up for Lent or take on for
Lent, I encourage you to be on the
lookout for the image of our
Creator in one another. In fact,
God's image is in everyone-in
every single person you pass in the
store, on the street, or at work or
school.
And for each of these, you and I
have the opportunity to let's God's

R ANGERS B ASEBALL
The annual church outing to the
Rangers Baseball game is set for
May 18, when the Rangers take
on Toronto Blue Jays. First pitch
is set for 3:05 p.m. Fresh Start

Sunday school class will host a
family tailgate beginning at noon
in the southwest corner parking
lot. Tickets will be $15 for adults
and $9 for students/children. Big

thanks to Larry Lewis for securing
125 tickets. To purchase tickets,
find Larry Lewis or Dave Lewis.

D INNERS FOR 8
Dinner for 8 groups have been
selected and you will be called
upon to schedule your first dinner
out in the next couple of weeks.
It's not to late if you still want to

jump in. The idea is 8 adults join fellowship opportunity. If you
together and share a dinner out at want to join in, please contact the
local restaurant and enjoy each
church office to sign up.
others’ company once a month for
3 months. What a wonderful

A LPHA D INNERS
Alpha is off to a great start with
28 people taking the course! This
is such a great opportunity for
participants to explore their
faith. They need your help to
support these persons as they
grow. Each week a dinner is
provided for the group. Sunday
School classes and other groups
are asked to support Alpha by
providing a meal. Please sign up.
We ask that you prepare enough

food to serve approximately 40
people.
Feb. 11– Genesis: Mexican
Casserole, Salad, and Dessert

Mar. 11– Together
Mar. 18 –Rejuvenation: Sloppy
Joes/Dessert
Mar. 25 –Fresh Start

Feb. 18– Unity: Taco Salad and
Dessert

April. 1 –New Generation

Feb. 25 –Fresh Start:
Hamburgers/Hotdogs/Dessert

April 15 –Celebration Dinner

Mar. 4 –New Generation: Baked
Potatoes/Dessert

April 8– New Beginnings
To sign-up, please contact
Gloria Daves at 817-267-4806.

P
P AGE
AGE 6
6
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S OCIAL M EDIA C LASS
Fifteen years ago there were more
and more of us obtaining cell
phones. We were unsure of what
it would be like to have phones
with us all the time. Regardless,
we had no concept of what we
call “social media,” or how
influential it is to our lives and
world.

Today there are many different
forms of social media, and for
many of us, we are unsure how
to navigate all the different social
media platforms. If you are
someone who would like to
know the basics or even some
more advanced questions of
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,

Pinterest, and more, we have the
class for you. This two part class
will be held on March 23 and 30
at 12:15 p.m. in the Swor Parlor.
Please join us as teachers, Pastor
Rachel, Perkins Intern Stefani, and
Laura Henderson for two Sundays
of information.

C HILDREN ’ S M INISTRY
March is upon us! March 20 is
supposed to be the first day of
spring, and I don’t know about
you but I am looking forward to
some warmer weather. Another
thing to look forward to is
Eggvangelism 2014 on April 12.
It will be a little different from

the Eggstravaganza, but I know it
will be a wonderful time for all
and a great opportunity to share
God’s love through a special time
of service together. More details
to come! If you are currently
looking for ways to serve, please
consider hanging out with the

kids on Sunday mornings in their
classes and getting to know them
and their teachers (if you have
not already). Spring is going to be
wonderful!
-Aubree

C ALENDARING E VENTS
Euless First United Methodist
Church is a busy place. Our
facilities are being used
regularly throughout the
week for church activities
such as Worship, Sunday
School classes, Bible Studies,
Food Pantry, rehearsals for
choirs, and meetings for
various committees, men,
women, and youth. We also
house the Preschool &
Kindergarten and the Mothers
Day Out program.
In addition, we are now
opening our doors to several other
groups:

F OLLIES
March 2 was a Sunday full of fun,
laughter and fellowship. It was
great to see the church come out
and support Euless First Music
Ministries! Thank you to all the
participants, the cooks, and for
your donations. Here are just a
couple of photos of the great day!







February 23, Euless First
hosted the East District
Leadership training with 85
people from around the district
to learn more about leadership
in the church (see pictures)
We are currently in
negotiations with a Spanishspeaking congregation to
explore them using our
facilities on Sunday
afternoons /evenings
A local Boy Scout troop is also
investigating the possibility of
relocating to Euless First and
having meetings on Monday
evenings

There is a Girl Scout troop that
meets at the church on
Wednesdays
 We are also talking to a local
ESL group to begin teaching
classes at Euless First.
 Soccer Tots is using the facility
on Thursdays and Saturdays
It is exciting to be this busy But it
also takes a lot of coordination and
cooperation for all these
happenings to occur. We all need
to be better about checking the
church calendar when planning any
events. Be sure to contact Sally in
the church office (84421) for
scheduling dates, times, and
locations.
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H IGHWAY E XPANSION U PDATE
Here is the latest on the highway
project:
The Trustees have interviewed
four attorneys to represent Euless
First. They are still discerning
who would be best to guide us
through this process.
Your church Lay Leadership
Committee has nominated 45
laity of our church to serve on 11
committees to explore projected
impact from the TXDot 2 East

Project. These committees
are: Oversight , Site
Plan, TXDot Negotiation,
Utility Impact, Playground
Impact, Admin Building Impact,
Sanctuary Impact,
Communication, Billboard,
Signs/Bell Tower Impact, Cost
Impact. These committees kick
off the project on Thursday
March 6th in the Swor
Parlor. These committees
report to the Board of

Trustees. The
enthusiasm is
contagious with
the possibilities
in front of us!
Stay tuned for
upcoming
information.

S TEWARDSHIP M OMENT
Created to Give, Tempted to
Keep
A Blog By Adam Hamilton
God created each of us with the
willingness to give—to God and
to others. We’re hard-wired to
be givers; we need to be
generous. Yet there are two
“voices” that war against our God
-given impulse toward
generosity, tempting us to keep
or hoard what we have.
1. Fear
The voice of fear says, “If you
give, there may not be enough
left over for you.” We are afraid
to be generous because we are
afraid of what might happen to
us. What if we don’t have
enough to fill the gas tank or buy
groceries or pay the bills?
This voice may have been
particularly loud and convincing
during the last couple of years, as
many of us have been
unemployed and watched
property values decline. I have
friends and family members who
have endured financial hardship
lately.
But I must implore you to not
give fear the power to eliminate
generosity from your life. Fear,

along with a misplaced idea
about the true source of our
security, can keep us from being
generous and lead us to hoard
what we have. Yet the truth is
that hoarding offers us no real
security in this world.
2. Self-gratification
The voice of self-gratification
says, “If you give, you won’t
have enough money to buy the
stuff you need to make you
happy.”
I don’t have to tell you that we
live in a culture that prizes
abundance of possessions and
pleasurable experiences above all
else. We are convinced that a
new car or a bigger house will
make us happy. Giving away our
money means that we won’t
have enough to buy the latest
and greatest electronic toy or
take a lavish vacation. We don’t
want to “miss out” or deprive
ourselves, so our self-gratifying
tendencies cause us to clutch our
money tightly.
So, how do we defeat the voices
of fear and self-gratification?
In a sense, they are defeated the
moment we put our faith in
Jesus Christ. Although we still

may wrestle with the voices from
time to time, we are able to
silence them more readily and
effectively the more we grow in
Christ.
And the more we grow in Christ,
the more generous we become.
One of the ways we can cultivate
spiritual growth, and
subsequently grow in generosity,
is to realize that our entire lives
belong to the Lord. Here’s a
simple prayer I use that helps me
commit all of my life to Christ:
I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rand me
with whom thou wilt;
Put me to doing, put me to suffering;
Let me be employed for thee or laid
aside for thee,
Exalted for thee or brought low for
thee;
Let me be full, let me be empty;
Let me have all things, let me have
nothing;
I freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal. …
Amen.
—“A Covenant Prayer in the
Wesleyan Tradition” in The
United Methodist Hymnal

106 N. Main St.
Euless, TX 76040
Phone: 817-283-4421
fumceuless.org
Twitter.com/EulessFirstUMC
Facebook.com/EulessFirstUnitedMethodist
Youtube.com/sheyduck
Pinterest.com/EulessFirstUMC
Instagram.com/EulessFirstUMC
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
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